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Center and the veterans' homes, and it is of great concern to 
me. And we've talked about it some on the floor before about 
the issue of direct care staff. The money that we're talking 
about here in the regional centers, it's cutting about $826,000 
for two years. It is cutting...this is the amount the 
Appropriations Committee cut. It cut around $673,000 from that 
budget, and that includes federal funds as well as state funds 
for a two-year period. And then finally it's cutting about 
$177,273 from the veterans' homes for a two-year period. Now, 
the reason that I'm concerned about it is because we, on the 
Business and Labor Committee and on the Government Committee, 
have been trying to get some...some action on the issue of pay 
towards this direct care staff for some time now. And we've 
been concerned about it because of the tremendous turnover that 
they're having in some of these places. And we've shared some 
of this with you on the floor before. For instance, in the 
veterans' homes facility, I think, turnover has been as high as 
70 and 80 percent at times. And actually right now, I think, 
the latest figures I've seen at Thomas Fitzgerald, 79 percent 
for staff care tech; at the Grand Island Veterans' Home, 
77 percent turnover. And we've learned that there's been an 
increase in hiring of pooled labor, which costs more per hour, 
of course, than the regular care staff. And we've also learned 
that...that...well, they've had some internal problems as well, 
but that...some of those problems have been resolved. But the 
upshot of this is that I'm worried and concerned that the 
Business and Labor Committee's request to the Governor's Office 
to reopen these negotiations on this direct care staff is not 
going to happen, and it's not going to happen because we will 
have just cut a whole bunch of money out of the budget, and they 
will tell us that there's no money to do this with. Now I don't 
know that to be true, and we're trying to get some answers, but 
what I really wanted to do today was to bring this to your 
attention and say that, despite the...the assurances to the 
Appropriations Committee that there...that there really wasn't 
going to be any decrease in the front-line direct care staff, 
there has been an internal memo, that NAPE/AFSCME has seen, that 
says that...that that is not true; that there is a contradiction 
to that in this memo that has gone out. I don't know what's 
true and I'm not saying anything one way or the other. I'm just 
saying that I want to make you aware of this issue; I want to be


